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When esteemed scientists like NASA’s James Hansen warn us that time 
is running out to solve climate change, we should listen. The world 
cannot afford to let another opportunity to address the climate crisis 
evaporate in indecision, particularly as leader begin preparing for 
crucial climate talks in Copenhagen later this year. 

Change in America has always resulted from citizens joining together 
and demanding it from the ground up. One of our founding national 
moments, the Boston Tea Party, was an act of public civil disobedience 
aimed at stopping an unsustainable economic system. 

In 2009, we must achieve one of the greatest economic and 
environmental transformations of our time: the drastic reduction of 
global greenhouse emissions in order to stop climate change and the 
unsustainable economic system at its heart. If this is to be the year of the 
climate, it must also be the year of climate activism. 

Recent surveys show that seven in 10 Americans understand  that global 
warming is a real and urgent problem. Last year, the United Nations’ 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change asserted that human 
activity is the unequivocal source of the problem and warned that large 
areas of the planet could become uninhabitable unless significant and 
immediate action is taken to slow greenhouse gas emissions.

While we all need to do our part, simply making the switch to energy-
efficient light bulbs is not a cure for the structural problems that are the 
greatest contributors to climate change. Domestic regulations governing 
building codes and appliance standards must be ratified and enforced, 
along with an overhaul of the global food system and carbon emissions 
policies. Though such issues are highly complex and affect millions of 
people, regulations – where they exist – are usually developed with 
minimal public input. Community involvement and action on climate 
change forces governments to become more responsive and transparent, 
which in turn creates a more effective, decisive and democratic system. 

Activism is a way of moving us from a society of individual responsibility 
to a world of collective social action under the premise that by 
combining our voices, we become more powerful than we could ever 
be as isolated individuals. The power of collective action allows us to 
rise above individual greed and to pursue common sense policies that 
benefit us all. What do weekends, the right to vote before being taxed, 
equal pay for equal work, and the ability to breathe clean air all have in 
common? They were all once deemed controversial, yet today are taken 
for granted as rights that all people should possess. And they were all 
achieved through collective activism.

Activism is the strident voice and nagging conscience of democracy. 
Activism is the change that people bring to governments and corporations 
through letters, petitions, campaigns, divestments, boycotts, rallies, 
blogging, street marches, sit-ins, strikes, or putting their bodies in harm’s 
way to prevent greater societal ills. Our actions as activists are the votes 
that we cast outside the ballot box – for greater rights, greater equality, 
and greater freedom. Activism is the willingness to risk one’s own self-
interest in pursuit of the greater good. 

Activism is what America was founded on.

The coming year is an opportunity for all Americans to ensure that 
climate change is addressed by the new administration, and that our 
domestic policies prioritize long overdue structural changes to our 
economy and environment – including the complete phase-out of coal 
power in the United States. 
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Tropical Forests Program

Forests and the climate are inextricably linked. 
Worldwide, the degradation and destruction of 
tropical rainforests is responsible for fifteen percent 
of all annual greenhouse emissions. The world’s third 
largest greenhouse gas emitter, Indonesia, is now 
ground zero for climate change and deforestation. 
The massive emissions from Indonesian forest 
destruction is eight percent of the world’s total 
emissions. That’s more than the emissions from all 
the cars, planes, trucks, buses and trains in the U.S. 
combined. 

Despite this, Indonesia continues to focus more on 
short term profits than long term problems. If climate 
change continues unabated, Indonesia’s capital, 
Jakarta, could be underwater in the not so distant 
future. Nonetheless, the Indonesian government has 
plans to convert up to 30 million additional hectares 
of forest into plantations over the coming decade.  

RAN’s Rainforest Agribusiness Campaign has 
been working on one of the two leading drivers 
of this destruction – palm oil - for over 2 years. 
After Grassy Narrows was won last year, the Old 
Growth team decided to join forces with them to 
attack the other lead driver, demand for pulp and 
paper. This decision means that RAN now has a 
strong Tropical Forest Program attacking the hottest 
rainforest problem in the world today. The goal of 
RAN’s Forest Programs is to stop deforestation and 
degradation of tropical rainforests and to ensure 
that Indigenous and forest communities have the 
right to determine the future of their land. 
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Energy and Finance Program

Burning fossil fuels like coal for electricity is the 
single largest cause of greenhouse gas pollution in 
the United States, with the transportation sector run-
ning a close second thanks to automobile tailpipe 
emissions. With the recent focus on the Canadian 
tar sands, oil will come at an even higher carbon 
premium—a gallon of gas produced from the tar 
sands is three times more carbon-intensive from well 
to wheel than conventional oil. The goal of RAN’s 
Energy and Finance Program is to end our reliance 
on fossil fuels, with an emphasis on coal and oil. To 
succeed, we are focusing our efforts on the financial 
industry, which has the leverage through its financing 

to stop funding high carbon projects and instead 
prioritize energy efficiency and renewable energy 
projects, including wind and solar.

Borneo photo by Faye Osman
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Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining 
West Virginia, Unites States

Coal is dirty from cradle to grave. Of all the fossil 
fuels, coal is the single biggest contributor to global 
warming. Burning coal inflicts catastrophic damage 
to the landscape and water supplies, jeopardizes 
the lives of miners and prematurely ends the lives of 
24,000 Americans annually. 

The EPA estimates that more than a million acres 
across Appalachia have already been lost to 
mountaintop removal (MTR) coal mining, the most 
devastating coal mining practice, and that if the 
practice continues unabated, an additional 1.4 

million acres of forest will be lost by the end of 
the decade. Mountaintop removal is an American 
tragedy. It flattens mountain ranges, transforms 
healthy mountain woodlands into toxic sludge and 
rubble and has clogged and contaminated more 
than 700 miles of rivers and streams.
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GLOBAL FINANCE CAMPAIGN
Since the launch of RAN’s Coal Finance campaign, we have won con-
cessions from our target banks—Citi and Bank of America—and invest-
ments in new coal-fired power plants in the United States have slowed 
dramatically. Last year, Bank of America released a first of its kind coal 
policy to phase out financing for companies whose predominant coal 
mining practice is through mountaintop removal. Citi also recently re-
leased a statement on MTR. The mere mention of mountaintop removal 
by both these banks indicates the impact that RAN’s campaign has 
made in raising the profile of and limiting funding for mountaintop re-
moval coal mining. 

Last year, amidst the chaos of the global economic crisis, RAN’s Coal 
Finance Campaign bore down on the coal industry while Wall Street 
struggled to get its bearing. Through a series of high-profile, solutions-
oriented actions at coal-fired power plants and in the coalfields of Ap-
palachia, we succeeded in building a more broad-based and activated 
clean energy movement.  In addition to the actions RAN organized, 
we  also supported our allies at the proposed Cliffside coal-fired power 
plant, in which 44 people were arrested. 
We didn’t completely let up on the banks either. In October, with al-
lies we drew a crowd of 150 people to the Citi and Bank of America 
branches in Boston. And in November, our national day of action gen-
erated over 300 actions in 20 cities across the U.S. In early spring, 
RAN met with representatives from Bank of America and Citi; and later 
we were in attendance, both inside and outside, at their annual general 
meetings. 

 In the end, Citi and Bank of America both took extraordinary hits as a 
result of the financial meltdown. Just over a year ago, Citi was the most 
powerful financial institution in the world. Today, the bank is so deci-

mated that it has 
been de-listed 
from the Dow 
Jones index. Bank 
of America has 
fared slightly bet-
ter. JPMorgan 
Chase, however, 
emerged as the 
strongest finan-
cial institution on 
Wall Street and is 
now the biggest 
underwriter for 
the fossil fuels industry in the world. 

In the coming year, the vast majority of our efforts will be directed to-
wards stopping MTR in its entirety. Success engenders success, by em-
powering and motivating wider public engagement moving forward.  
We believe that a focus on MTR has the greatest chance of effecting 
significant change—protecting the people, forests and mountains of Ap-
palachia and building the strength of a movement that is critical for 
ensuring our clean energy future. This work will include prioritizing pres-
sure on JPMorgan Chase, now the largest Wall Street bank and a lead 
financier of the companies engaging in MTR, as well as a broader effort 
to drive all finance away from MTR. At the same time, our research 
and consultation with allies has revealed that the other most important 
contribution to stopping the practice would be in winning a ban on 
mountaintop removal mining from the Obama administration. 
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Tar Sands Oil Extraction 
Alberta Province, Canada

Global warming pollution from oil refineries is 
expected to soar by as much as 40 percent during 
the next decade, a dramatic increase that runs 
counter to regional and national efforts to curb 
global warming emissions.

Major oil companies, banks and investors are 
pouring billions of dollars into the development of the 
Canadian tar sands, the dirtiest and most desperate 
attempt yet to profit from and prolong humanity’s 
crippling addiction to oil. Extracting oil from these 
sludgy deposits in the heart of Canada’s Boreal 

forest results in three times more global warming 
emissions per barrel than extracting conventional 
oil.

Nearly 65 percent of the oil extracted in the tar 
sands is sent across the border to feed America’s 
addiction. 

Photos by Jiri Rezac

FREEDOM FROM OIL CAMPAIGN
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Last year, RAN released a report, Financing Global Warming: 
Canadian Banks and Fossil Fuels, which for the first time calculated 
the carbon footprint of an individual’s checking account based on the 
amount of financing a given bank provided to the fossil fuel sector. The 
report focused on seven Canadian banks: Royal Bank of Canada (RBC), 
TD Bank, Scotiabank, Bank of Montreal, Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, Desjardins and Vancity. Along with the report, we also 
launched a new website: ClimateFriendlyBanking.org. 

The report results were striking.  The financed carbon emissions from 
Canada’s five largest banks based on their funding of fossil fuels 
totals 625 million tonnes of CO2 per year. These emissions resulted 
in a carbon footprint for RBC, TD, Scotiabank, BMO and CIBC that is 
greater than Canada’s total energy use emissions. Canada’s top banks 
provided more than $155 billion in total corporate financing for fossil 
fuel extraction in Canada and internationally in 2007. A significant 
portion of this money is flowing into the Canadian tar sands expansion, 
which lie beneath 141,000 square kilometers of sparsely populated 
boreal forest and peat bogs in traditional First Nation territories. Timed 
with the report’s release, RAN organized actions in Calgary, Vancouver 
and Toronto. 

RAN also met with corporate social responsibility staff at Canada’s top 
five banks to introduce and promote best practice policies to address 
financing activity in the tar sands. The response was tepid at best. 
Since that time, RAN has identified Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) as the 
premier financier of the tar sands expansion. 

Our main goal this last year was to spread the word about the tar 

sands expansion, also dubbed The Most Destructive Project on Earth, 
throughout Canada and the U.S. In addition to destroying natural 
resources, including water sources, within Canada, the tar sands 
expansion will require a major build out of refineries throughout the 
U.S. to support the heavy crude that will enter our country. In fact, for 
the first time in decades brand new refineries are being proposed within 
the United States. 

The residents of Whiting, Indiana, are a prime example of those that will 
be impacted most by the tar sands expansion into the U.S.. Whiting, 
Indiana is a site of the proposed expansion of a BPRefinery. RAN joined 
the Calumet Project to organize a “toxic tour” in the community to help 
publicize the proposed expansion prior to a critical permitting hearing.  
We also attended the third annual, Keepers of the Water, conference 
in Fort Chepewyan, Alberta to liaise with more than 20 First Nations 
communities affected by the tar sands development and 18 Canadian 
NGOs working to slow it down and ultimately stop the expansion 
altogether. 
 
In the coming year, RAN’s Freedom from Oil Campaign will be 
taking our actions to the next level with a series of high profile events 
to publicize Royal Bank of Canada’s role in financing the tar sands 
destruction. Working with key constituents across Canada and in RBC’s 
headquarters in Toronto, our goal is to make the campaign a priority for 
RBC and for the bank to commit to ceasing all financial support of the 
tar sands by the end of 2010. Convincing RBC to shift it’s financing out 
of the Tar Sands is part of a longer term effort both to stop expansion of 
the Tar Sands and to pressure the major U.S. and Canadian banks to 
stop financing dirty fossil fuels and start funding a green energy future.



Palm Oil Plantations
Kalimantan, Indonesia

Found in close to 50 percent of supermarket 
goods, palm oil is one of the world’s cheapest 
sources of vegetable oil. Mostly grown in Malaysia 
and Indonesia, increasing demand for palm oil 
pushes cultivation into standing forests, replacing 
rainforests with “deserts” of oil palm trees. These 
palm oil plantations are notorious for their negative 

environmental impacts and human rights violations. 
Clearing is happening at a rapid rate, in fact, palm 
oil plantations are expected an area of the country 
roughly the size of Wisconsin by 2020.

Photos by David Gilbert

RAINFOREST AGRIBuSINESS CAMPAIGN
Early in 2007, we sent 350 letters to companies known to use palm 
oil and invited our grassroots network to do the same. 1.4 million 
letters later, our message got a boost from 2,000 activists who took 
to the supermarket and stickered palm oil containing products on 
grocery store shelves.  Not surprisingly, companies took notice and 
we were flooded with responses from companies like Whole Foods 
Market, Unilever and the Body Shop. We maintained pressure in 
the fall with a Halloween Stickering Week of Action, in which nearly 
1,000 activists put stickers on Halloween candy that contained palm 
oil. By the end of the year we had met with dozens of companies 
involved in the palm oil retail supply chain, and 43 companies 
had signed our pledge to protect rainforests, communities and the 
climate. Meanwhile, we expanded the work and are pushing the 
envelope with online actions targeting Unilever, Proctor & Gamble 
and Cadbury.

At the same time, we continued to pressure the ABCs of Rainforest 
Destruction—Archer Daniels Midland (ADM), Bunge and Cargill—to 
change the procurement policies that allow these giant agribusiness 
companies to profit from soy and palm oil plantations that are rapidly 
replacing rainforests. We were in attendance at Fortune’s Most 
Powerful Women’s Conference, publicly shamingPatricia Woertz, 
CEO of ADM, for her company’s role in rainforest destruction. Later, 
we saw her again at the company’s annual general meeting, where 
she publicly admitted that rainforest destruction is a problem in 
Brazil—but took no responsibility on behalf of ADM. 

Throughout the year, we also put pressure on dismantling the myth 
of industrial biofuels, also known as agrofuels, as a solution to 
our energy needs through direct action, teach-ins and education 
opportunities. In February, RAN staff attended the National 
Biodiesel Board Conference in San Francisco where we were able 
to meet with allies from the Sustainable Biodiesel Alliance (SBA)
and the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels (RSB), among others 
regarding our concerns about the expansion of agrofuels in 
tropical ecosystems. In April, we went to California’s state capital, 

Sacramento, to demonstrate and attend the Low-Carbon Fuel 
Standard (LCFS) hearings and publicly demanded the inclusion of 
life-cycle GHG emissions resulting from the growing of fuel crops. 
Students from University of California, Davis and allies from Rising 
Tide joined us at the rally to unfurl an enormous banner that read, 
“Agrofuels are not Low-Carbon”, from the parking structure across 
the street. We also began working on a white paper addressing 
the issues of agrofuels as a fuel alternative, for publication in the 
current year.

In order to focus our energies effectively in the coming year, the 
Rainforest Agribusiness Campaign is prioritizing one overarching 
goal: convincing Cargill, the largest importer of palm oil into the 
United States, to publicly adopt an environmental, human rights, 
and climate policy covering agribusiness operations in tropical 
forests that is monitorable and achievable by October 2010.  By 
doing so, Cargill will meet its current commitments and set industry 
standards that are necessary to ensure that rainforests, communities 
and the global climate are respected and protected. 
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FORESTS CAMPAIGN

Pulp and Paper Plantations
Kalimantan and Papua, Indonesia

The pulp and paper industry, led by the 
privately owned Sinar Mas Group’s Asia Pulp 
and Paper and Raja Garuda Mas Group’s - 
APRIL, is perhaps the leading threat to the 
remaining large forests in Sumatra and some 
of Indonesia’s largest intact peatlands. Pulp 
from cleared rainforests is made into cheap 
copy paper, tissue and toilet paper, and 

luxury shopping bags that are then shipped 
to unknowing consumers in the United States, 
Europe and Asia. 

Photos by Eric Wakker

RAN’s Old Growth Forest Campaign has entered an exciting 
new phase. After our successful work with the community of 
Grassy Narrows and Abitibi Bowater’s landmark decision to pull 
operation out of the Whisky Jack Forest, the campaign decided 
to go back to its roots and focus on preventing tropical rainforest 
destruction. Given Indonesia’s significance in terms of forest related 
climate footprint, forest people’s rights, biodiversity and rates of 
destruction, and given RAN’s ability to profile these problems and 
create leverage for change through market, investor and grassroots 
campaigning on the main drivers of deforestation – pulp & paper, 
palm oil and illegal logging – Indonesia is, we believe the most 
strategic target at this time for our forest program.

To ensure a successful campaign launch, we started the year with 
the priority of building relationships with communities on the ground 
and other NGOs already working in Indonesia on pulp and paper 
issues. We made significant progress in the areas of research, 
coalition building and coordination and developing a strategy in 
line with our Rainforest Agribusiness strategy to prevent further 
palm oil expansion. 

We traveled to Indonesia where we succeeded in negotiating and 
starting a joint project with Forest Watch Indonesia and Greenpeace 
to map threats to the forest and climate from the pulp and paper 
industry—the first time this information will have been assembled. 

Through the trip, we also confirmed our alignment on objectives, 
demands and strategies, and secured agreements to coordinate, 
and in some cases partner, with key Indonesian NGOs and civil 
society coalitions working on deforestation and forest degradation. 

Not only will RAN be targeting the Indonesian pulp and paper 
industry through its customers in the U.S. In early March, RAN 
U.S. campaigners met with our Tokyo-based campaigner and 
had successful meetings with some of APP’s Japanese existing 
and potential customers, including Ricoh, Fuji-Xerox, Cannon, 
Mitsubishi Mills and Askul. We were able to provide and gather 
new information, confirm that Fuji-Xerox is phasing out their use of 
fiber from Tasmania and get commitments for further actions from 
Ricoh. In the coming year, our Japan-based work will play a key 
role in putting pressure on Indonesian paper buyers. 

Further, the global attention on climate change afforded by the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
provides a venue to profile these issues and an opportunity to create 
international political pressure on the Indonesian government and 
industry to change key policies and practices relating to forest 
landscapes. During the year, we attended UNFCCC preparatory 
meetings in Germany, and will continue to have a presence at other 
lead-up meetings before the talks in Copenhagen in December 
2009.
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grassroots
	 	 	 	 organizing

Capitol Climate Action, Washington, D.C.
International Climate Negotiations, Poznan, Poland

RAN’s Grassroots Organizing department is building a broad base 
of well-trained, informed activists who can support RAN’s campaigns 
and help build a strong movement for environmental action and 
social justice. Over the years, we have developed a comprehensive 
program aimed at recruiting, training and connecting activists who 
support RAN’s key issues and campaigns. In addition, we have 
played a central role in orchestrating some of the largest actions to 
date against climate change in the United States and internationally. 

In March, 2,500 activists converged on the Capitol Power Plant in 
Washington, DC as part of the Capitol Climate Action. More than 90 
environmental, public health, labor, social justice, and faith-based 
groups as well as leading climate advocates like James Hansen, Bill 
McKibben and Wendell Berry, joined the multi-generational act of 
peaceful civil disobedience at the coal power plant, launching a 
wave of similar actions aimed at confronting the U.S. coal industry’s 
contributions to climate chnage.

Throughout 2008 and 2009, RAN organizers played key roles in 
organizing actions in cities around the world as part of the lead up 
to the December 2009 United Nations climate talks in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Working with international coalition partners and the youth 
delegations, we have succeeded in elevating issues surrounding 
climate change, forests, and Indigenous rights on a global platform.  

RAN’s organizing team works to recruit, train and create a greater 
sense of community among grassroots activists. We provide training 
and resources around corporate campaigning, media, fundraising, 
non-violent direct action, facilitation, outreach, and anti-oppression 
and diversity. Our extensive archive of free training materials is 
available at Action.Ran.org, a wiki for activists and educators.

Photos by Kate Davison / Greenpeace; Shadia Fayne Wood
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ProtECt-an-aCrE
RAN established the Protect-an-Acre program in 1993 to protect the 
world’s forests and the rights of their inhabitants by providing financial 
aid to traditionally under-funded organizations and communities in 
forest regions. Since then, we have distributed nearly $1 million in 
small grants to suport efforts led by local forest communities, Indigenous 
federations and non-governmental organizations.

Our grants (generally $5,000 or less) support organizations and 
communities that are working to regain control of and sustainably 
manage their traditional territories through land title initiatives, community 
education, development of sustainable economic alternatives, and 
grassroots resistance to destructive industrial activities. 

2009-8 highlights include:

National Organization of the Amazon Indigenous People 
of Peru (AIDESEP)
$3,000 to provide emergency support to the Indigenous movement in 
the Peruvian Amazon carrying out blockades to demand a suspension 
of oil, gas and mining concessions in the Amazon, and the repeal of 
several new laws drafted to comply with a free trade agreement with 
the United States, which take away community land rights and allow 
companies to enter Indigenous land with no prior consultation or even 
warning.

Shinai
$3,000 to support Amo Amazonia, a week of artistic and cultural events 
to bring the color and life of the Amazon to the streets of Lima and the 
hearts of the Peruvian people to help educate the general public and 
shift attitudes in the wake of the recent blockades and conflict between 
the government and Indigenous peoples defending their rights and land.

The Maya Leaders Alliance
$4,000 to support a Supreme Court lawsuit that seeks to force the 
government to comply with its commitment to abstain from carrying 
out activities that might affect the value and use of Maya lands in 

the rainforests of southern Belize without informed consent and the 
development of a mechanism through which communities can apply 
to have their lands demarcated. This will also support a mobilization 
of over 200 community members to attend the trial and speak with 
national media.

Eyak Preservation Council
$5,000 to support resistance to the proposed Shepard Point deep water 
port and road, which would bring a cascade effect of development 
threats to the Copper River Delta, Prince William Sound and vital wild 
salmon habitat, all under the pretext of creating an oil spill response 
port, for which there are 2 well-research alternate locations that would 
drastically minimize environmental impact on the region. Additionally, 
EPC used the funds for an emergency campaign against the Department 
of Natural Resources, which due to the pressure dropped its attempt to 
subdivide and sell 379 acres of Grizzly Bear habitat on Hawkins Island.

Oro Community Environmental Action Network (OCEAN)
$4,000 to support community outreach, education, and organizing in 
the Musa Pongani area of Oro Province, Papua New Guinea, to resist 
new logging permit applications covering 250,000 hectares approved 
by the government without consultation as 99 year leases for Musa 
Century Landowners Company, a syndicate of Asian companies.

A full listing of 2008-9 grantees is available at www.ran.org/paa.

“RAN’s critical and timely support has indeed helped 
and resulted in significant lands being ‘saved,’ 
protected and preserved over the years in the Copper 
River and Prince William Sound region.”

Carol Hoover – Eyak Preservation Council Board

ran	CHaPtErs		and	youtH	Programs
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RAN is rapidly becoming a powerful force in schools and communities 
across North America, and around the world. Our growing network 
consists of 40 RAN groups, as well as tens of thousands of online 
supporters who add capacity and strength to our campaigns. We offer 
an extensive outreach program and sophisticated online presence 
that is aimed at increasing the skills and expertise of activists who 
wish to work for positive change. 

Building close alliances with organizations and networks such as 
Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC), the Energy Action 
Coalition, Rising Tide North America, Indigenous Environmental 
Network (IEN), Indigenous Peoples Power Project, Council of 
Canadians, Canadian Youth Climate Coalition, Climate Justice Now! 
and Mountain Justice has allowed us to expand the goals of our 
campaigns within the broader movement for social justice. 

Successfully dealing with the problems of climate change and 
deforestation will require investments in and from children and youth, 
as they are the ones who will experience the impacts firsthand. RAN’s 
Rainforests in the Classroom Program works to empower teachers 
and children to take a stand for a sustainable planet both inside and 
outside the classroom, while our education wiki provides resources 
so that anybody can be an environmental educator in their school 
or community.  Our youth program, RYSE (RAN Youth Sustaining 
the Earth) supports young activists and recently launched its own 
blog (RYSEup.org) to provide a forum for the voices of youth in our 
movement.

R A I N F O R E S T  A C T I O N  N E T W O R K  A N N U A L  R E P O R T 17R A I N F O R E S T  A C T I O N  N E T W O R K  A N N U A L  R E P O R T16



ChEVRON CAMPAIGN

CLimatE	aCtion	FunD

Recognizing the need to clear the air around problematic 
carbon offsetting while still taking responsibility for our 
carbon footprints, RAN launched the Climate Action Fund, 
an alternative approach to markets-based offsets that 
instead provides grants to frontline activist groups directly 
tackling one of the root causes of climate change: the 
continued extraction and combustion of fossil fuels.

Our intention is that the program becomes not only a 
model for measuring and minimizing work-related carbon 
footprints, but also a catalyst for local citizen actions that 
are making a real difference by helping keep fossil fuels in 
the ground, and stop climate change where it starts. 

Contributions to the Climate Action Fund are tax-
deductible, of which 100 percent go directly to supporting 
communities and providing tactical leverage to stop climate 
change at its source.  RAN is inviting organizations and 
businesses that want to address their carbon footprint and 
help activate real solutions to climate change to participate 
in the Climate Action Fund.

During 2008-2009, RAN provided funds to the following 
organzations:

Climate Ground Zero, West Virginia
$2,000 
 
Coal River Mountain Watch, West Virginia
$1,577
 
Black Mesa Water Coalition, Arizona
$1,577
 
Little Village Environmental Justice Organization, Chicago 
$1,577

For more informaton on these organizations, please visit 
RAN.org/CAF.

As part of RAN’s own commitment to creating solutions to 
climate change, we have contributed to the Climate Action 
Fund based on calculated dollar values of carbon emitted 
through staff travel throughout the year. 

Over the course of twenty-six years of oil drilling in Ecuador’s 
Amazon rainforest, U.S. oil giant Chevron (then Texaco) deliberately 
dumped more than 18 billion gallons of toxic wastewater into 
the rainforest, leaving local people suffering a wave of cancers, 
miscarriages and birth defects. The tragedy in Ecuador is so 
profound, it has been compared to the Exxon Valdez spill and called 
the “Amazon’s Chernobyl.” Within the next year, the outcome of a 
court case sixteen years in the making will be determined by a 
single Ecuadorian judge. 

Chevron left Ecuador is 1990, but the waste the company left 
behind still continues to leach into the groundwater. And so 
Chevron is being made to answer in a class action lawsuit brought 
by more than 30,000 Indigenous peoples and Amazonian settlers. 
The pollution consists of huge quantities of crude oil, drilling muds 
and other heavy metals– a noxious soup that was systematically 
dumped into hundreds of shodily designed, unlined waste pits and 
directly into the rivers and streams on which local people depend. 
The result has been a slow poisoning of these forest peoles and their 
environment. 

Last year, a court-appointed team concluded that pollution resulting 
from Chevron’s oil dumping practices has caused over 1,400 
cancer deaths throughout the region. In judicial inspections of 94 of 
Chevron’s former sites, 100% of them were found to have extensive 
levels of contamination, some at levels thousands of times higher 
than standards established to protect human health.

If found guilty, Chevron faces up to $27 billion in damages, but if 
Chevron follows Exxon’s playbook as is relates to the Valdez oil 
spill, they may never pay a dime. Rather than showing remorse 
or taking responsibility for its actions, Chevron has shown an 
uncommon arrogance, vowing to refuse to pay for a clean-up even 
if found guilty.

RAN is gearing up to launch a campaign against Chevron in order 
to bring justice to the people of the Ecuadorian Amazon who have 
been suffering from Chevron’s toxic legacy.  We will be pushing for 
a precedent-setting corporate policy, which will transorm the sector 
and ensure that what is happening to the people of Ecuador and the 
rainforest never happens anywhere else.  

Photo by Lou Dematteis / Redux
From the book “Crude Reflections: Oil, Ruin and Resistance in the 
Amazon Rainforest” (City Lights Books).
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Panthers
($100,000 and up) 

Anonymous
Anonymous Donor of RSF  
   Social Finance
David & Lucile  Packard  
   Foundation
Flora Family Foundation
Richard & Rhoda Goldman  
   Fund
The Roddick Foundation*
Sandler Family Supporting  
   Foundation
Tides Foundation
Wallace Global Fund

Spirit Bears
($30,000 - $99,999) 

Anonymous (3)
André Carothers* - Mary  
   E. Weinmann Charitable  
   Unitrust
DOEN Foundation
Energy Action Coalition
The Energy Foundation
Kim Lund*
Overbrook Foundation
Douglas & Ellen  
   Rosenberg*
Marion R. Weber* - Flow  
   Fund Circle
Winslow Foundation

Sumatran Tigers
($10,000 - $29,999) 

Anonymous (3)
Angelica Foundation
Arntz Family Foundation
David & Chet Barclay*
Alex Bomstein*
Sky J. Brooks* - Greystone  
   Foundation
Peter & Mimi Buckley
Kimo Campbell*
Capital Group Companies
Polly & Randy Cherner*
Gladys Cofrin*
Earth Share of California
Jodie Evans & Max  
   Palevsky
Firedoll Foundation
Bina & Brian Garfield*
Adelaide Gomer*
Ashawna Hailey

Anna Hawken McKay &  
   Robert McKay
International Rivers  
   Network
Israel Family Foundation* -  
   The Community  
   Foundation Serving  
   Boulder County
Bruce Katz* - Katz  
   Family Foundation of  
   Tides Foundation
Nature’s Own - Roy Young  
   & Rosa Venezia*
Linda Nicholes & Howard  
   Stein*
Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Jozef Ruck & Donna Ito*
The Schaffner Family  
   Foundation*
Nancy G. Schaub Fund  
   - The San Francisco  
   Foundation
Fred & Alice Stanback*
Doug & Kris Tompkins  
   - Deep Ecology Fund of  
   Tides Foundation
William C. Bannerman  
   Foundation*

Okapis
($5,00 - $9,999) 

Anonymous (2)
Dean Alper & Tracy  
   McCulloch
ARIA Foundation*
As You Sow Foundation
Allan Badiner
Laurie & Bill Benenson
Helen & Joseph  
   Bouscaren*
Cannon Family  
   Foundation*
Andy Castellano
Yvon & Malinda  
   Chouinard
Susan Clark & Alex Karras 
Common Future Fund of  
   RSF Social Finance
Justin Ferrari & Maggie  
   Hooks*
The Betsy Gordon 
   Foundation
Wendy Grace - Tides  
   Foundation
Edward & Kathleen Greer*
Michele A. Grennon*

Jeanie & Murray Kilgour*
The Lawrence Foundation
Wayne Martinson &  
   Deb Sawyer*
Thomas J. Nerger*
Scott B. & Patty Price*
Brian Ratner*
Bill Robins
Jon Spar*
Ann Stokes*
Sustainable Solutions  
   Foundation
Michael Ubell & Paula  
   Hawthorn
Stephen Weisz

River Dolphins
($2,500 - $4,999)
 
Anonymous (2)
Sharmy & David Altshuler*
Thomas Blakeslee
Liane Collins
William Cowart*
Donna Deitch*
Herman & Kathy Dobbs*
Griswold Draz*
Earth Friends Wildlife  
   Foundation*
Econscious
eQuilter.com**
Dennis Fisco & Pam  
  Polite Fisco
Benjamin & Kate  
   Goldsmith - JMG  
   Foundation
Lori Grace*
Jacob Harold
Highfield Foundation
Kimberly Hughes*
William Hughson &  
   Monica Lee Hughson*
Kristin Hull
JK Irwin Foundation*
Wanda & Phillip John*
The Key Foundation*
Anna Lappé* - Small  
   Planet Fund of RSF
Arden Lee
Marc & Linda Lawrence  
   Family Trust*
John & Sandra McGonigle
Barbara Meislin* - The  
   Jewish Community  
   Endowment Fund

Joseph Mellicker &  
   Judith Scheuer -  
   December Second Fund  
   of Fidelity Investments   
   Charitable Gift Fund*
Barbara Meyer
New Resource Bank**
Patrick O’Heffernan

Rosemary Pritzker*
Redhorse Constructors, Inc. 
    - David Warner
Richard & Nancy Robbins*
Stuart & Julie Rudick*
Diego Sanchez-Elia
Microsoft Corp.
Philippa Strahm*
Michael & Amy Tiemann* 
   - Fidelity Investments  
   Charitable Gift Fund
Lorin & Jill Troderman* -  
   Mazal Foundation
Wyatt Troll*
Andrew Ungerleider &  
   Gay Dillingham -  
   Livingry Fund of Tides  
   Foundation
Scott Wilson & Christine  
   Yano* - Mareli Fund  
   of Fidelity Investments  
   Charitable Fund
Ethan Yake*

Macaws
($1,000 - $2,499)
 
Anonymous (2)
Osten Akesson*
Peter Alexeas
Edith Allen*

Emily T. Allen, Linda P.  
   Allen & F. Towne Allen*  
Charitable Gift Fund of  
   Boston Foundation
Murat Armbruster
Ashley Hall School
William Barclay, III
Mary Brock
Bruce Brown, Jr.
Michael & Mary Brune
Judy & Frederic Buechner*  
   - Fidelity Investments  
   Charitable Gift Fund
Debra & Joe Burger
Cardinal Stritch University
Charity Gift  
   Certificates.org
Bob Chartoff & Jenny  
   Weyman*
Aimee Christensen*
Clemens Family  
   Foundation*
Lisa Conte*
Harriett Crosby

James K. Cummings
Eric & Karen Davies*
John Densmore
Christina Desser & Kirk  
   Marckwald
Martha DiSario*
Amy Domini
Robert Epstein & Amy Roth
Evan Fales*
Charles Farrell
Pat Felter*
Richard & Shari Foos
NaLani Ford-Peden &  
   Gary Peden
Jim Fournier
Al Garren - The San  
   Francisco Foundation
Global Greengrants Fund
Goldman Environmental  
   Foundation
Patsy Graham
Catherine Gund*
David & Mary Harbeitner*  
   - T. Rowe Price Program  
   for Charitable Giving
Jordan & Julie Harris*
Amanda Hopkins
Ice Nine Publishing  
   Company
Norma Kafer
Eric Katzman & Melissa  
   Elstein
Vaughan & Patricia  
   Kendall*
Katharine L. King - Liberty  
   Hill Foundation
Brian Kistler
Kenneth Klassen
Susan Labandibar*
John & Diana Lamb
Lamprey River Elementary  
   School
Nessa & Steven Lear
Lorna Li
Laurance Mackallor
Timon & Lori Malloy
Paul Martin*
Nion T. McEvoy*
Arnold McMann
Dan McNevin
Guy Merckx & Elaine  
   Wallace
John & Sandra Mitchel
Bruce & Lucy Moore*
James & Susan Moore*
Sigward Moser
Amy Neswald*

David Orr*
Chris Paine
Duane & Laura Peterson
Nuri B. Pierce*
Drummond & Liza Pike 
   - Tides Foundation
Welling T. Pope
Helen Posey
John Riordan*
RMF Foundation
Heyward Robinson &  
   Joanna Mountain
John Rodgers*
Marjorie & Richard  
   Rogalski - The Vanguard  
   Charitable Endowment  
   Fund
Mary Rower*
Paul Rudd
Saatchi & Saatchi*
Diana Sanson*
Timothy Schaffner*
Harold Schessler*
Richard Allen Schneider
Ashley Sells*
Carol Sibbrell
Frances Stevenson
Stephen Stevick
Jana Stewart-Cezar*
Stoller Family Charitable  
  Lead Annuity Trust
Superior Nut Company,  
   Inc.
Thomas Fund of Princeton  
   Area Community  
   Foundation
Sue Thompson*
Threshold Foundation
Aaron Turkewitz
Bill & Lynne Twist*
Jon D. Ungar*
Linda Vaccarezza*
Robert Walker
Meghan Weimer & Sara  
   Jane Keskula
White Cedar Fund of Tides  
   Foundation
William W. Hildreth Fund  
   of Fidelity Investments  
   Charitable Gift Fund
Winky Foundation
Dennis Wise*
Working Assets
Ion Yadigaroglu

Glasswing 
Butterflies
($500 - $999)
 
Anonymous (4)
ABC Home and Planet  
   Foundation
Stephen Adams
Adorers of the Blood of  
   Christ
Dan & Lynne Alper
Edward Arens - Fidelity  

   Charitable Gift Fund
Terri & Ken Ash
Barking Dog Imports
Chris Barnes
Ed Begley, Jr.
Curtis Berkey & Cameron  
   Brown
Jeff Bernholz
Johanna Bialkin
Linda Black
Bones Pumpkin Patch
M.A. Bonglovanni
Box Lunch Media LLC
Ethel Boyer
Charlotte Brody
Thomas Carlino - Silicon  
   Valley Community  
   Foundation
Lacy A. Caruthers
Ted Cassman & Elizabeth  
   Reynolds
Central Ohio RAG
Steven Chang
Steven Chase & Katharine  
   Locke
Randy W.G. Ching
David & Claudia  
   Chittenden
Ron & Tova Claman
Wendell Covalt*
Elizabeth Coyte
Richard Cummings
Keith Davis
Alison DeLauer
Chris Diehl
Lydia Edison
Erik Ellis
Robert Ellwood
Hamilton & Lillian Emmons
Penni Ericson
Fredrika Evans
Josephine Farwell & Phar  
   Adams
Marjorie Fasman
Laura Faulkner
Lawrence Fessenden
Alan Field - Fidelity  
   Charitable Gift Fund
Clare Finlator
Scott Fitzmorris
Tessa Flores
Erin Flynn & Chloe Atkins
S. D. Freeman
Gabel Foundation - Fidelity  
   Charitable Gift Fund
Gabrielle Stocker*  
   - Serena Fund of Tides  
   Foundation
Kieran Gaffey
Kathryn Gallagher
George & Ida Mestel  
   Foundation
Raymond Gettins
Gideon Hausner Jewish  
   Day School
Kathleen Gildred

RAN is grateful for your generous support. Your contributions make our work possible.

Glen & Bobbie Ceiley  
   Foundation
Linda G. Gochfeld  
   - Princeton Area  
   Community Foundation
Max Goldberg
Mark & Ellen Goldman
Elizabeth Goodman
Grace McWayne School
Suzanne Greenberg
Reza Hariri
Burt Harris & Francine  
   Fanali Harris
Konstanze Hickey
Sarah Hodgdon
Felicity Huffman
Frederick Hughson
Russ & Diane Hullet  
   - Serendipity Charitable  
   Gift Fund of The  
   Community Foundation  
   Serving Boulder County
Tamar Hurwitz
Robert Jensen
Carol Jewell
Lily Kanter - Sarosi/Kanter  
   Char Foundation
Barbara T. & C. Lawrence  
   Keller
Roberta Kemp
Joe Keon - The Lumpkin  
   Foundation
Fadi Kfoury
Earl Killian
Charly Kleissner
D. J. Krill
Kurz Family Foundation
Tashana Landray
Brooke Langton
Richard L. Latterell
Marta Jo Lawrence
Richard & Theodora Leiden  
   - Leiden Family Fund of  
   Calvert Foundation
David Leithauser
Kathi K. Lindsay
Russell Long
Ali MacGraw
Mateusz Makagon
Michael & Louise Malakoff
Kevin Maloney
Ashby & Timothy Marshall
M. K. McRae
Carey Meredith
Glen Miller & Andrea  
   Vassallo
Jackie Northway-Wallace
Helen Norton
Oak Park & River Forest  
   Enviro/Bio Club
Richard Ober & Tina  
   Nunes
Yvonne & Dave O’Hare
Austin F. Okie
Norman Oliver
Leslie O’Loughlin
Palm City Elementary

Catherina Paquet
Robert A. Petersen
Fred & Ina Pockrass
Caleb Pollack
Molly Prince
Queen’s Tea Room
Dimitra Reber
Jeffrey Reynolds
Thomas Rhett
Derek Richardson
Roger Richman
William & Deborah Roach
Virginia & Arthur Robbins
Craig Roberts
Bruce Roberts - Schwab  
   Fund for Charitable  
   Giving
Jonathan & Gail Schorsch  
   - Low Wood Fund, Inc.
Karen Shatzkin
Stuart Sherman
Silicon Valley Community  
   Foundation
Anthony & Rosa Smith
Aaron Solomon
Ann Spaeth
St. Andrew’s Lutheran  
   Church
Hugo & Monica Steensma
John Steiner & Margo King  
   - Steiner-King Foundation
Mary K. Stevens - The  
   Vanguard Charitable  
   Endowment Program
Joseph Stiener
Olivier Suzor
Steve Szymanski &  
   Carli Zug - Zug/ 
   Szymanksi Family Fund  
   of Fidelity Charitable  
   Investments Gift Fund
Susanne Thompson
Robert Thompson
Gar & Lara Truppelli
Marc Urbaitel
Beth & Scott Wachenheim
Yeshica Weerasekera
James Wellman
Fred Welty
Mariquita West, M.D.
Leslie Wilson
Hilary Winslow*
Erik Wohlgemuth
John Woolsey
Ann Marie & Roger  
   Worthington
Edwin & April Wright
Mika Yamaguchi-Aranoff
Mel & Patricia Ziegler  
   - Fidelity Charitable  
   Gift Fund

Legacy Society 

Leatrice Amsterdam
Carmen Arreola
Ronald Baumgarten

Fredrika Bernstein
Malvina Botley
Elaine C. Burton
Louise Aldrich
Clarence Coe
Bob DeBolt
Marjorie Devlieg
Elthea Gill
Jamie Jeffries
Robert Kehoe
Elizabeth Kirkpatrick
Herb Lafair
Lois Little
Mary Mantle
Forrest McGregor
Gertrude Melton
Beatrice Myers
Joann Schwartz

Valerie Stone
Burt Tolerton
Howard M. Trueblood
Arthur Woodruff

In-Kind Gifts
 
Alpha Omega Winery
Annie Uzdavinis
Arbor Sports
Aveda Corporation
Celestial Seasonings
Charanga Restaurant
Chocolove Premium  
   Chocolate
Dash Hemp
Epic Roots
Esalen Institute
Firefly Restaurant
Foreign Cinema
Frey Vineyards**
Good Clean Love
Green Label Organic  

   Sustainable Threads
Greenhome.com
Guayaki**
Hollyhock Retreat Centere
International Orange
KEEN Inc.
Klean Kanteen
Lalime’s Restaurant
Magnanimus Wine Group
Matt Harry
Michael Fitzgerald
Michael Ubell & Paula  
   Hawthorn
NEST
Organic Wine Company
Pacha World
Patagonia
Peace Coffee

Peter Kupfer
Post Ranch Inn
Rani Naik
Represent Agency
Scharffen Berger  
   Chocolate Maker
Solano Cellars
Steve Silver’s Beach  
   Blanket Babylon
Sunce Winery & Vineyard
Tea Garden Springs
The Republic of Tea
Trader Joe’s
Weisenbach Recycled  
   Products
Weleda
William Grant & Sons
Yoga Kula
 

* denotes Rainmakers Gift Club
** IMPACT – Business Friends of RAN

rainmakers impact
Business Friends of RAN
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RAINFOREST ACTION NETwORk
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Year Ended June 30, 2009

Support and Revenue

Public Support and Membership       $   709,509
Major Gifts / Family Foundations      $ 1,365,151
Fundraising Events                            $    132,400
Grants                                                $ 1,623,737
Interest                                               $        5,300
Other Income                                     $      45,246 
 
Total Support and Revenue            $ 3,881,343
 
Expenses

Program Services     $  2,571,527
Public Education     $     574,636
Supporting Services
  Management and General                $   181,194
  Fundraising                                        $   487,990
 
Total Expenses                                 $3,815,347
 
Change in Net Assets                        $      65,996
Net Assets at Beginning of Year       $ 1,337,510
Net Assets at End of Year                   $1,403,506

For a complete financial report by Lamorena & Chang, contact RAN’s Development Office

RAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS    
                            
Allan Hunt-Badiner 
Anna Hawken McKay
Anna Lappé
André Carothers, Board Chair
Austin Willacy 
Catherine Caufield
James Gollin, Board President
Jodie Evans
Martha DiSario
Michael Klein, Secretary
Pamela Lippe
Randall Hayes, Founder
Scott Price, Treasurer
Stephen Stevick

hONORARY BOARD

Ali MacGraw
Bob Weir
Bonnie Raitt 
John Densmore
Woody Harrelson

2008-9 PAST STAFF MEMBERS

Amy Ortiz, Ananda Lee Tan, Andrea Samulon, Brihannala Morgan, 
Julie Wolk, Levana Saxon, Robin Beck, Sam Haswell

CuRRENT STAFF LIST

Adrian Wilson, Freedom from Oil Campaigner
Amanda Starbuck, Global Finance Campaign Director
Annie Sartor, Global Finance Campaigner
Arielle Gingold, Membership Associate
Ashley Schaeffer, Rainforest Agribusiness Campaigner
Bill Barclay, Global Finance Campaigner
Branden Barber, Development Director
Brant Olson, Freedom from Oil Campaign Director
Dana Clark, Corporate Accountability Director
David Fine, Network Administrator
David Taylor, Online Director
Debra Erenberg, Organizing Director
Eos de Feminis, Director of Finance, Operations and HR
Eriel Tchekwie Deranger, Freedom From Oil Campaigner
Hillary Lehr, Grassroots Action Manager
Irina Pekareva, Staff Accountant
Jennifer Corlett, Rainforest Agribusiness Corporate Communications
Jennifer Krill, Forest and Climate Campaigner
Joshua Kahn Russell, Grassroots Actions Manager
Katie Steele, Special Events Manager
Ky Ngo, Program Assistant
Lafcadio Cortesi, Forests Campaign Director
Lauren de Bruyn, Foundations Manager
Leila Salazar-Lopez, Rainforest Agribusiness Campaign Director
Luke Smith, Web Developer/Designer
Margaret Swink, Communications Manager
Maria Lya Ramos, Chevron Campaign Director
Meghan Weimer, Development Associate
Michael Brune, Executive Director
Nancy Johnson, Office Manager
Nell Greenberg, Communications Manager
Rebecca Tarbotton, Program Director
Robin Averbeck, Forest Campaigner
Scott Kocino, Membership Manager
Scott Parkin, Senior Organizer, Global Finance Campaign
Somer Huntley, Executive Assistant
Toben Dilworth, Communications Coordinator
Toyoyuki Kawakami, RAN Japan Representative
Tracy Solum, Protect-an-Acre Program Manager
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Paintings By Adam Wolpert

Artist Statement

The paintings in this report are selections from 
a new body of work drawing on over twenty 
years of painting directly from nature. Although 
initially I embraced a process of chance and 
improvisation, as these paintings took form I 
began to see how the imagery resonated with 
the state of our world today. In this time of 
upheaval and cataclysm, we are all awed by 
what we see and hear about climate change, 
a crisis that is having a profound impact on 
our individual and collective psyches. As 
systems collapse and the incalculable powers 
latent within the natural world are unleashed, 
we may be engulfed by catastrophe, yet we 
are still surrounded by beauty. 

Adam Wolpert, November 2009
www.adamwolpert.com

Front cover : Adam Wolpert,  Untitled #9, 60” x 48”, 
oil on linen on board, 2009

Back Cover: Adam Wolpert, Untitled #8, 60” x 48”, 
oil on linen on board, 2009

Rainforest Action Network

Vision Statement

Rainforest Action Network envisions a 
world where each generation sustains 
increasingly healthy forests, where the rights 
of all communities are respected, and where 
corporate profits never come at the expense of 
people or the planet.

221 Pine Street #500
San Francisco, CA 94104

T: (415) 398-4404  |  RAN.org


